
MONOPRINT 

MIXED  MEDIA  ART 

PROJECT 

A monoprint is the result of one original 
impression rather than multiple copies like 
newspapers.  There are many ways it can 
be made, some involving specialized 
materials.  Here is a fun project using 
common materials to create an abstract 
work of art where things donôt have to look 
real.  There are no right or wrong ways of 
doing it, and you can add other materials 
after itôs dry.  

Materials: Drawing or watercolor 
paper about 81/2ò x 11ò, an 81/2ò x 
11ò sheet protector, plastic knife or 
spoon, water color or acrylic paints, 
paper grocery bags, large baking 
sheet or pan, access to water, and 
any number of mixed drawing 
materials like markers, oil pastels, 
or pencils. 

STEP 2. Spread the paints around 
with your knife as much or little as 
you want, mixing the colors or 
leaving them separate.  

STEP 1. Place sheet protector 
on pan and select only two colors 
of paint, squeezing about a quarter 
size blob from each tube anywhere 
on the sheet protector. 



STEP 3. Next soak paper by dipping 
in a sink full of water or running under 
a faucet.  Then place wet paper over 
the painted surface of sheet protector 
and press firmly on all areas. 

STEP 4. Peel paper off sheet 
protector and place onto flat paper 
grocery bag.  If you wish you can 
spread some of the paint around 
with palette knife before it dries.  
Now you have your print. 

STEP 7. It can be difficult to decide 
when you are done with a work of 
art.  To help this, you can turn your 
art around and see how it looks at 
different angles.  You might decide 
not to add much to the original print 
or you might color all over it.  Itôs up 
to you. 
 

 

STEP 5. While your 
print is drying rinse 
off sheet protector, 
pan, and palette knife 
as they can be used 
repeatedly.  Once your 
print is dry, take a 
good look at it before 
using other materials. 

STEP 6. Like looking at clouds, 
you might see things in your print 
you recognize.  You can highlight 
these or leave as is.  See where you 
might want to add details or patterns. 
When you are ready, color with the 
dry materials that you wish.  If using 
markers, be aware that the paints 
will likely stain the markerôs felt tips. 

FINAL NOTE:  Keep your art out 
where you can see it.  Even after 
days of finishing a piece, you might 
see changes where you can make 
improvements.  This project is just a 
start for ideas that you can use to 
create more prints ïhave fun with it. 


